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We are eagerly seeking contrrbutrons ior the rnagazre
and your editor (Chas. Webb) would like to hear frcm /s',
Contact details are st the head of thrs leiler

2010 Annual Dinner

The 63"t Annual Dinner wrll be held on Noveflber .l :
2010 at 7 30pm rn Marlrng School Hall

Obituary - Tom
Deacon
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Our Presrdent srnce 1992 Thomas Henry Fielding'Tom'
Deacon {19364.0} aged 84 dred October 22 ' al hrs hcme
at Whrteshill surrounded by hts famrty He leaves hts wrfe
Dorothy. to whom he was marrred for 64 years his so!:
Roger, daughter Janette and four grandchrldren A iona
stay at Cirencester Hospital. a short home breek then
back to Gloucester Hospital wrth a heart problem Oniy
back home for four days and pneumonra fina!ly took hirn
from us

April 2010

Welconre to the Aprri 2010 edttion of the Newsletter

We are sad to have to record the deaths of our President.
Tcnr Deacon and commrttee member Nornran (Nobby)
Francrs Hall Obituanes appear tn thts issue

Annual Dinner 2009

Tire 62"'Annual Drnner was held in Marling's main hall on
Fi'rciay 20'i' Noventber As usual it was very well attended,
a capacrty gatherrng enjoytnE the menu deltghts of Bar
QL:aiity Caterrng whtch was well up to thetr usual high
slandard Our new Prestdent, Mt Keith Urch was
introduced to the members and tn the absence of a
reoresentatrve guest from Marling School. read a
cimmunrcatton fron the acting Head Teacher, Alyson
tu'l,11s thLis affording the attendees the traditional
orponLrnJty of grvtng a rousrng but good-natured 'boo!' lt
iras encouragrng to note that Marirng is making good and
advan;ed progress in lustifyrng its recently acquired status
as a specialrst engrneerrng school. a fact which reminds us
that the Stroud Boys 'lechnrcal School ts a constituent
and vrbrant part of lrAar|ng The name may have slipped
below the horizon but the giow of the {orge and the hum of
tlre latne irve on

OLrr gLrest speaker was Roger N Hook. 1960-65 A
nlemtlei of the well-known local family engineertng
conrpany based rn Ebley Roger entertained us with a wry
and amusing series of anecdotes whrch included an
exolanatron as to why Mr Tarn had a recurrrng
predrsposrlrcn to flres perched on bicycle handlebars and
nclv Mr Throup apparently harboured a secret ambition to
be Brrtarn s strongest man by carrying an anvil the length
oi ih€ nretalwork shop. a feat later closely mtrrored by
Roger as he ran the entire length of the canteen carrytng a
siack of Bxtremely hot dinner plates to the staff table

Roger concluded by remrndtng us that teachers possess
rare powers to guide and mould our tmpressionable young
n]rnds Powers that must be used wisely because they
leave an rndelrble mark on our psyche and personality for
the res! of our lrves.

2010 - Centenarv Year

2010 sees the centenary of the opening of the school at
Downfieid in 1910 To mark the occaston it is proposed to
publish a new school magaztne durrng the course of the
year Thrs wrll be the frrst magazine to be produced since
1965 and wrll aim to focus on the years surrounding the
amalgamation and rls elfects as well as items from the
whole |fe of the school
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Several old boys lorned a packed congregation at the
funeral servrce at St Paul s, \A/|titeshill and our chaplarn,
the Revd Canon John Forryan, assisted and provided an
excelient lnbule to Tom - {sadly abrrdged through lack of
space - ed)

Tom presrded over some 16 dinners rn his long reign as
presrdent not to mention the numerous committee
meetings. of which he was chairman He was excellent in
both roles and was a strckler for timekeeprng and always
kept a frrm hold on matters if members tended to stray off
the sublecl beinE discussed. ln calling us to order at the
Drnner he often brought the gavel dolvn with such force
thai he made the pots rattle as well as Lls Then there was
ihe iovely occasron when he called for the Loyai Toast and
contrnued wrth the words ''Gentlemen you may smoke"
although a large 'NO SMOKING" sign was evident on the
watl behind hrm Tom always looked fonrrard to the Dinner
and the 

'ieeting 
wrth old frtends and it is sad that he has

i:'een Cenred thrs pleasure lhrs year, although I know he
wrll be wrlh us rn spirit There are many other facets of
Tonr's lrfe of whrch I knew lrttle. but I do know that he wtll
ne sorely mrssed by all of us At the same time I can say
that we are all better people for having known him and
lhank God for hrs irfe

Nobby Hall

Norman Francis 'Nobby' Hall (194347) of Ebley died
December 9'" aged 76 He was a member of our
Comrrrittee srnce 1996 although poor health has not
alicwed hrm to attend meetings lately, Nobby had
recovered from the ieg ulcers that had troubled htm but for
three rveeks prrsr to hrs death. he was treated for a chest
inlectron unljl he fataily collapsed rn the arms of his
partner Beryi of frfteen years Numerous rugby
acquarntances forced standrng room only at the seruice at
Glqucester Crematonum and'all applauded his departure
through the curtarns.

David Anthony 'Tony' Ashenford {194f 45}
of Mrnchrnhanrpton died October 7r" aged 79 leaving three
30ns

Mervyn Clift (1929-33) dred October 9"' aged 91

Alec Theodore Camm {194044) of Frampton died
Octotrer 30"' at Gioucester Royal Hosprtal A keen
spoflsnran, he leaves an elder brother. John, who also
atiended our Schooi

Robin Michael Bilton (1949-54) of Stonehouse died in
l.'lovember

Geoff Webb dred on 25"' November at the age of 72 A
popular former Stonehor,rse licensee of the Brewers Arms
and The Globe

W.J. 'Bill' Vick (1951-56) dred suddenly of a heart attack
at hrs home rn Kirchlengem Germany on 23"r February.
three nronths before hrs 70r'- birthday

Old Bov's news:

From Chris Blick:

Thank you for the Marling Newsletter I was taken by the
report to the Eattle Frelds of Flanders etc Had a trip there
rn May thrs year and I hope that something can be
arranged rn the autumn of 2010 or Spring 2011. lam

currently workrng with a local tour operator to get
something up and running and perhaps you could put a
plea in the next Old Boys News Letter to see rf anyone
has an interest and what they would Ike to see and places
to vrsit. (Chris can be contacted on -'phone 01453 751683
email chris blick@talktalk net )

From Terry Gardiner:

'My mother has died recently after a year of ill-health I

was looking through some old bits and preces she kept
and camg across the recerpt {or my school unrform reaoy
for nre to start at Technical School the week afier
Although it doesn't seem a lot of money now I suspect rl

was a couple of week's wages rn those days it rs

surprisrngly difficult to add up in fsd after all these years -
I hope you find rt as interestrng as I did
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Sylvia Hopper emailed;

I lust thought you mrght be interested to know that my dear
husband Michael Hopper was included in the New Years
Honours list An MBE for 40 years seryrce wrth the DWP
and for his work with various groups above and beyond
the call of duty, diversity etc . within the DWP

Ron lreland {1946-5f } has driven the Tornado stearn
locomoiive five times recently rncluding rts tour through the
Stroud valley

That's all for now, chaps

Get in touch! Keep in touch!

Chas Webb Hon News Fdrtor
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